
Chapter 160

YARD SALES

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Mayor and Council of the City of Seat Pleasant 10-10-2011 by 
Ord. No. O-12-05. Amendments noted where applicable.]

§ 160-1.  Definitions.

For purposes of this chapter, the following terms have the meanings stated.

SPONSOR — A person who organizes or sponsors a yard sale and who assumes liability 
and responsibility during the sale for compliance with all pertinent laws and regulations 
of the City. A person may be a sponsor for that person's yard sale or for yard sales 
conducted on more than one property with the permission of the owners of all properties.

YARD SALE — The offering of goods, merchandise and services for sale, whether or 
not for profit, on the yard or lawn of a residential property in the City.

§ 160-2.  Conduct; permits; fees.

A. A person may not conduct a yard sale in the City of Seat Pleasant for more than 
three consecutive days.

B. A person may not conduct a yard sale in the City of Seat Pleasant unless first 
having obtained a permit from the City Administrator. A yard sale permit may be 
issued only to the sponsor of a yard sale.

C. A sponsor of a yard sale shall make application for a yard sale permit not less than 
seven days before the proposed date of the yard sale. Application shall be made on 
a form prescribed by the City Administrator.

D. Each permit shall authorize one yard sale at one residential property. A yard sale 
that takes place at more than one residential property requires a separate permit for 
each property. A yard sale shall be limited to the duration of time stated on the 
permit, which shall be not more than three consecutive days.

E. Residents of the City will be allowed two free yard sale permits in each calendar 
year. Each additional permit costs $15 per yard sale. Any applicable permit fee 
shall be paid with the application for the permit. If the permit is not issued, the City 
Administrator shall refund the permit fee.

F. The City Administrator may not issue a yard sale permit unless and until a City 
Code Enforcement Officer has inspected the site of the proposed yard sale and the 
City Administrator determines that the application and yard sale comply with the 
requirements of this chapter.

G. Each yard sale permit shall contain at least the following information:

(1) Name and address of the sponsor.



(2) Name and address of the person conducting the yard sale, if different from the 
sponsor.

(3) Name of any organization that will receive proceeds from the yard sale.

(4) The goods, merchandise and services to be sold at the yard sale.

(5) The address of the property at which the yard sale will take place.

(6) The period of time during which the sale will take place.

(7) The location or locations at which signs advertising the yard sale will be 
placed.

H. If, based upon personal observation, the City Administrator or a City Code 
Enforcement Officer determines that the conduct of a yard sale is in violation of a 
yard sale permit issued under this section, or is being conducted without a validly 
issued yard sale permit, the City Administrator may issue a written directive to the 
sponsor and person conducting the yard sale that the yard sale cease until the 
violation is corrected or until a valid permit is obtained. The written directive shall 
be delivered to the sponsor or person conducting the yard sale.

§ 160-3.  Obligations of sponsor and person conducting yard sale.

The sponsor of a yard sale and person conducting a yard sale jointly are responsible and 
liable for:

A. Ensuring compliance by all persons involved in the yard sale with all pertinent laws 
and regulations of the City.

B. All acts arising from the yard sale.

C. Maintaining the location of the yard sale in a clean and safe condition, free from 
litter and trash, during the sale and for cleaning up the site and adjacent properties 
from all yard sale litter and trash not later than one day after completion of the sale. 
If the sponsor does not fulfill the sponsor's responsibilities under this subsection, 
the City may do so and hold the sponsor liable for the cost and expense incurred by 
the City.

D. Ensuring that the yard sale does not interfere with the smooth flow of vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic on streets and sidewalks that adjoin the yard sale. A sponsor shall 
notify the City when applying for a yard sale permit if the sponsor anticipates that 
the sale may interfere with the smooth flow of traffic and make any necessary 
arrangements with City officials to control the flow of traffic.

E. Stopping a yard sale until traffic can be controlled if an unusually large flow of 
traffic develops during the yard sale.

F. Ensuring that a yard sale and activities associated with a yard sale do not disturb the 
peace, endanger the safety or threaten the welfare of persons nearby or interfere 
with the reasonable use of adjacent property.



G. Ensuring that a yard sale and activities associated with a yard sale do not present a 
danger or hazard to health or safety of persons and property.

H. Ensuring that any construction, electrical work, plumbing, sign erection or other 
related activity conducted in connection with the yard sale shall be performed in 
accordance with all applicable codes and regulations.

I. Ensuring that no sound-amplification equipment or systems are used during the 
yard sale.

J. Complying with a directive issued by the City Administrator to cease the yard sale 
until a violation is corrected or a yard sale permit is obtained.

§ 160-4.  Yard sale signs.

A. All signs placed within the City to advertise yard sales must be freestanding.

B. Unless a shorter period of time is required by other applicable signage regulations 
and requirements, a sign that advertises a yard sale may be placed not more than 
seven days before the start of the yard sale and must be removed not more than one 
day after the end of the yard sale.

C. A person may not place signage advertising a yard sale on any utility pole, light 
pole or similar pole located in a public right-of-way.

D. All signage advertising a yard sale must comply with all other applicable signage 
regulations and requirements.

§ 160-5.  Violations and enforcement.

A. A violation of this chapter is a municipal infraction. A person who violates this 
chapter is subject to a fine of $50 for each infraction. Each day that a violation 
occurs or continues is a separate infraction.

B. This chapter may be enforced, and municipal infraction citations issued, by City 
police officers, City Code Enforcement Officers and the City Nuisance Abatement 
Coordinator. All of these persons are "officers" for purposes of this chapter.


